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The
Transformation
Of Saturday

Part 3, in a series inspired by Lenten worship
and this book
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Thus with Lent. Abeowvevally Lent is-a-spiritual
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Mark 1:14-15, Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God, and saying,

“The time is fulfilled, and

the kingdom of God is at hand;

repent and believe jn the gospel.”|
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Although its final destination is Pascha, the pmmiscd
land of God’s Kingdom, Lent has at the end of each week
a spectal “stopover’—an anticipation of that goal. It 1s two

“Eucharistic’ days—Saturday and Sunday—which 1n the

spiritual journey of Lent have a special significance.
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Lazarus Saturday is a
paschal celebration. It is

the only time in the
entire Church Year that
the resurrectional service
of Sunday 1s celebrated
on another day. At the
liturgy of Lazarus
Saturday
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Ex 20:8-10, pg 91

Exodus 20:8-10
8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all

your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall
not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant
or your cattle or your sojourner who [alstays with you.




Let us begin with Saturday. Its special liturgical status
in our tradition and its exclusion from the lenten type of
worship need some explanation. From the point of view
of “rubrics,” which we explained earlier, Saturday 1s a
day not of fast but of feast for God Himself instituted it as
feast: “and God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it:

Genesis 2:2-3

2 By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on
the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh

day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created
and made.




Gen 2:3, pg 5

Genesis 1:31

31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.

Genesis 2:2-3

2By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on
the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh

day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created
and made.




Gen 2:3, pg 5

Sabbath, the dav of Creation, the day of “this world.”
Y ) :

Genesis 1:31

31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.

Genesis 2:2-3

2By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on
the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh

day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created
and made.




1 John 5:19

We know that we are of God,

and that the whole world lies
in the power of the evil one.
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Genesis 1:31

31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.




No one can undo or abolish
that which God has ordered. Itwis“true that'many. Christians
think that the divine.institution of sabbath-has simply.been

transferred to.Sunday which thus became-the Christian day
of .restvor-sabbath.. Nothing in_the Scriptures-or Tradition
can.substantiate this belief.




Matthew 5:17

“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.




Matthew 5:17
“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

The transformation of the sabbath
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Not Abolished, Transformed







the day of expectation
Genesis 1:31

31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.

1 John 5:19

We know that we are of God,

and that the whole world lies
in the power of the evil one.

restoration of all things




the day of -expeectation

restoration of all things

Genesis 1:31
31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.

Acts 3:19-21

19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may
send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the
[blperiod of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His
holy prophets from ancient time.
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the typology of the history of salvation ‘
promise;-and faith in the things to come are central




Homework
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Pmd aIming

_the sabbath was made for man, not Iman
S'.lb‘ndth. ’H\'\‘H‘hn(“ the Son

the sabbath....

of man 18 | ord
(Mark 2:2%5 7))

the re-creation of man has begun

A new age 1S coming,
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